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who made the ultimate sacrifice in defense 
of our homeland, and we recognize those vet-
erans who with strength and resolve de-
fended our Nation and advanced the cause 
of freedom during World War II. 

When it mattered most, an entire genera-
tion of Americans stepped forward to protect 
our freedom and to defend liberty. Their de-
votion to duty and willingness to serve a 
cause greater than self helped secure our fu-
ture and our way of life. Liberty prevailed 
because of the sacrifice of these courageous 
patriots, and America and her allies pre-
served a world where democracy could flour-
ish. Our Nation remains forever in the debt 
of these brave Americans. 

From the unprovoked attack at Pearl Har-
bor grew a steadfast resolve that has made 
America a defender of freedom around the 
world, and our mission continues as our men 
and women in uniform serve at home and 
in distant lands. Today, as we defend our Na-
tion’s founding ideals, we pay special tribute 
to those who lost their lives at Pearl Harbor, 
honor our veterans of World War II, and cel-
ebrate the liberty that makes America a last-
ing symbol of hope to the world. 

The Congress, by Public Law 103–308, as 
amended, has designated December 7 of 
each year as ‘‘National Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim December 7, 2007, as 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
I encourage all Americans to observe this sol-
emn occasion with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. I urge all Federal agencies, in-
terested organizations, groups, and individ-
uals to fly the flag of the United States at 
half-staff this December 7 in honor of those 
who died as a result of their service at Pearl 
Harbor. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of December, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:07 a.m., December 5, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 6. 

Remarks on Arrival in Omaha, 
Nebraska 

December 5, 2007 

Good morning. I’m pleased to be back in 
Nebraska. I do want to say a couple of words 
about Iran before I talk about my friend 
Mike Johanns. 

On the way out here, I spoke with my 
team, who gave me a report on conversations 
that the Secretary of State and our National 
Security Adviser have had over the last cou-
ple of days with their counterparts in the 
United Kingdom, in Germany and France 
and Russia. These countries understand that 
the Iranian nuclear issue is a problem and 
continues to be a problem that must be ad-
dressed by the international community. A 
number of them have said so publicly, and 
I appreciate their comments. 

I appreciate the work of our intelligence 
community in helping us better understand 
Iran’s past and present nuclear activities. 
Their information is critical in increasing our 
understanding and helping us develop a 
sound policy. 

It is clear from the latest NIE that the 
Iranian Government has more to explain 
about its nuclear intentions and past actions, 
especially the covert nuclear weapons pro-
gram pursued until the fall of 2003, which 
the Iranian regime has yet to acknowledge. 
The Iranians have a strategic choice to make. 
They can come clean with the international 
community about the scope of their nuclear 
activities and fully accept the longstanding 
offer to suspend their enrichment program 
and come to the table and negotiate, or they 
can continue on a path of isolation that is 
not in the best interest of the Iranian people. 
The choice is up to the Iranian regime. 

I’m here also to talk about my friend Mike 
Johanns. I have gotten to know him well, and 
there’s no doubt in my mind he’ll make a 
great United States Senator from the State 
of Nebraska. He’s an honorable, decent man, 
and he’s a humble man. When given a task, 
he can get the job done. 
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People of Nebraska have gotten to know 
Mike as a result of his leadership when he 
was the Governor. I got to know Mike as 
the result of his being a fine leader at the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Mike un-
derstands farming, and he understands 
ranching. He understands the issues that the 
people who work the soil will face. If I were 
someone living in Nebraska who cared about 
the agricultural industry, I’d want somebody 
who knew what he was talking about being 
my Senator. And Mike Johanns knows what 
he’s talking about when it comes to agricul-
tural matters. 

He also understands what he’s talking 
about when it comes to national security mat-
ters. He sat in the Cabinet Room with me 
and other members of my Cabinet, dis-
cussing how best to secure the United States 
of America from the threats of the world in 
which we live. It is important for the people 
of Nebraska to have a Senator who under-
stands the realities of the world and is willing 
to support the Government in its efforts to 
protect the American people. 

Mike Johanns is a man of values. He un-
derstands Nebraskan values. He can articu-
late Nebraskan values, but more importantly, 
he lives Nebraskan values. 

And so I’ve come to say to the people of 
this good State: I know you’re going to make 
up your own mind for what’s right, but if 
I was a voter in this State, I’d sure pull that 
lever for Mike Johanns for the United States 
Senator. [Laughter] And if my wife was a 
voter for this State—[laughter]—she’d try to 
pull it twice. [Laughter] 

So I’m proud to be here with Mike and 
Stephanie. Thank you, sir. Good luck, and 
God bless you. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:01 a.m. at Eppley 
Airfield. In his remarks, he referred to Stephanie 
Johanns, wife of Nebraska senatorial candidate 
Mike Johanns. 

Remarks Following a Meeting on 
Health Care and an Exchange With 
Reporters in Omaha 
December 5, 2007 

The President. It is a joy to be here at 
the OneWorld Community Health Center in 

Omaha. I want to thank Andrea and Dr. 
McVea for the tour. 

I say it’s a joy because the spirit here, the 
spirit of community, the desire to help peo-
ple who are less fortunate is prevalent. Peo-
ple here feel a great sense of community and 
accomplishment. And as well they should be-
cause community health centers, not only 
here in Omaha but around the country, pro-
vide a very vital service. I happen to think 
they’re an integral part of a health care sys-
tem because they provide care for the low- 
income, for the newly arrived, and they take 
the pressure off of our hospital emergency 
rooms. 

And so I’ve come to thank the staff and 
the providers of compassionate health care 
here for their work. I remind the people of 
Omaha that this is a public-private partner-
ship. The Federal Government is a—and my 
administration strongly supports the expan-
sion and the extension and the reach of these 
community health centers. But the private 
sector, the public, needs to support these 
centers as well. 

We spent a little time talking about wheth-
er or not the community understands the im-
portance of a community health center. This 
community does. I think there is some aware-
ness of how important OneWorld is, and I 
would hope that other citizens that aren’t 
aware would find out the importance of a 
community health center. 

When I—in 2000, when I was running, I 
said, look, I believe these are important cen-
ters because they provide an integral service, 
and they take pressure off of our health care 
systems around the country. And so I laid 
out a goal of expanding and—the health care 
centers by 1,200, and we’re meeting that 
goal. And I want to thank Members of Con-
gress from both parties for understanding the 
importance and the vitality of community 
health centers. And I look forward to working 
with Congress to continue to expand the 
reach of these important facilities. 

And so, again, I want to thank you all for 
your hospitality. I really appreciate you giving 
me a chance to come to—a part of our na-
tional strategy is to make sure the uninsured 
can find good-quality primary care. This cen-
ter serves—85 percent of its people don’t 
speak English as a first language. By far, the 
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